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Foreword

As a church member | have always admired the entrance
to the Kirk which unusually is the local war memorial for
the First World Warl decided | would like to produce a
booklet aboutDuddingston Kirk War Memoriall could

not imagine the journey it would take mewith my
husband | travelled all over Francand Belgium| was
very moved by the sheer sidesome of the cemeteries and
also row immaculate they were keptt all times we were
shown nothing but politeness akihdness by the French
people.At each cemetey t her e was la vi
wroteine er y Vv i swho bvisii@dandtlmabhk sa

a member of Duddingston Kirk.now feel | really kna

all the people on the panelt was also an emotional
journey, but one | enjoyed making.

Jacqueline Lawrie
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SYNOPSIS

A Public Meeting was held to aigss the erection of a suitable War
Memorial. It was decided at that meeting that the memavialld take

the form of a new and improved deay to thechurch.A committee

was appointed and they were instructed to seek professional advice
about the doorway and to collect funds flee memorial. It turnedut
during the collection that the idea ohaw doorway to the Church did

not meet withfull public approval!

A further Public Meeting was held where there was a breakaway of
those people who wanted a memorial in the village detached from

the church.The dwrch then went ahead with their own plans and
undertookthe building of a new dooray with a tablet in the wall
alongside with the namesf ahe fallen engraved thereon. Due to
economicdifficulties after the War the building work was not put in
handuntil 1922.

The Duchess of Abercorn undertook to unveil the War Memdbial,
called off at the last minute, so although her name appearshe
unveiling pogramme, the War Memorial was actuallyveiled by the
Lord Provost of EdinburghMrs. Hutchison, wife of the Lord Provost,
was presented as a souvenirtioé occasion, with a silver kayhich
had a churclekommuniontoken inserted in its head.

The whole scenario appears to have been fraught with difficulties and
this was summed up very well in a letter from Mr Winning, Treasurer,

to Mr. Lamb, Secretary of the Committee, which reads kews, i |

fancy this brings us to the end of a perfect dayd if so, thank
Heaven!!l congratulate you on steering the bark to péntoagh rough
weather attimes,lbt apparently to a tranqui

The first Public Meeting was held early in 1919t i was &' October
1922 before thenveiling ceremony took plac& heArchitect was J. S.
Richardsorof 4 Melville Street, EdinburghThe o& for the door was
grown on theDuddingston EstateVir. John Hay, Joiner & Undertaker
of DuddingstorMills carried out the joiner work orthe door.

The Bugler and Trumpeter were each paid 107 their servicesThe
Roll of Honour was executed and gifted by Mr. Walter Scott.



The Scotsman, Monday, October 9, 1922.

WAR MEMORIALS
DUDDI NGSTONG6S TRIBUTE TO FALL

LORD PROVOST UNVEILS MEMORIAL

With appropriate solemnity and in presence of a laygtering, the
war memorial erected to the memory of 28en belonging to
Duddingston Kirk and Parishandward who fell in the war was
unveiled yesterday.ord ProvostHutchison performed the ceremony in
the absence of Her Gratiee Duchess of Abercorn, who wrdteRev.
William Serle, Minister of the parish, expressing keen regret at her
inability to be presentThe Dowager Duchess of Abercorn also sent a
letterof apology.

The memorial takes the form of a new doorway, windamd tablet in
stone bearing the names of the fallen, the whelag in 17" century

style, and in harmony with the preséeatures of the newest portion of
the church, which stands anound hallowedy centuries of Scottish
history, and dates badk the 13' century. The door is made of oak
grown on theDuddingston estate, and at the base of the window, which
hasbeen placed immediately above the door, the St Andrews Cross, the
Lion Rampant, and Sdigh Thistle have beerarved out in stone.

The Lord Provost, in unveiling the memorial, recalled tha® men
belonging to the congregation and parish resfved in various
branches of the Forces, and said it wWiisng that a parish like
Duddingston, wich was associatedith momentous events in the
history of Scotland, shoultionour the memory of her gallant sons.
Within these wallsvere monuments of many illustrious soldiers, silent
but eloquent witnesses of the stirring part played in the ottiga by
the natives of the district, and that day they soaglHtonour in similar
fashion the men who in the recent vgarnobly upheld the traditions of
that parish.

The ceremony of opening the door was performedby Hutchison,
who was presented withsélver keyas a memento of the occasion.



SACRIFICES FOR GREAT IDEALS

A memorial service was thereafter held in the church, and conducted by
the Very Rev. Dr. John Smith, Glasgoand Moderatoof the Church

of Scotland.The roll of honour, baring the names of the fallen,
including Lord John Hamilton, as well as those who served in the war,
was unveiled by Dr J Hunter P Paton, St Andrews, a son of the former
minister of the congregation.

Dr Smith preached fronthe text, Revelation 12:1ff T h lewed not
their lives unto the death, o6 and
standard could be found to measure the extent of the sacrifice of those
who gave their lives in the war. Of all the questions that haunted the
human mind, he proceeded, none hadifost of them such absorbing
interest aghe question of reunioModern thought was full of itAll

kinds of speculation were at tlpgesent moment noised abroddhey

heard of communication with those who had passed to the other side,
and they heard of éhfond parent in touch with his brave son viat

in the war. They dared not deny the possibility. All thingwere
possible to him who believed, but of this he was sure, that they would
meettheir dear ones again. The dead were not diey; were living
clothed in their spiritual bodyNot a fibre of the lives of thesbrave

souls was thrown away.hat which was earthly in them had gone back
whence it came, and sin had been washed away and the puref gold o
their character left behindhey had left a worlunfinished, which it

was for those who remained to complefey died for their country

and for great ideals and noble ends, and they and he remained to live
for those ideals and to seek those noble ends, to consolidate the work of
the past and build upnew a brighter and better land from amidst those
restless andtroubled times. T hos e wor ds, nCarry
frequently during the war, concluded Dr Smith, came to them even
four years after the Armistice with overwhelming significance. It was
theirsto strive to live to carry out their work, to take up the mantle that
had fallen from their shoulders, and to bear onwards the torch that had
fallen from their hands.

A lament was then played by a piper of the Royal Scotstande AL a st
Post 0 satumgeted by



ORDER OF SERVICE
8" October 1922

Psam2®fiThe Lor doéstumyEvanhepher do
Unveiling of War Memorial
Placing of Wreaths on entering church
Organ Voluntaryi Adagi o and Benedictuso (
Unveiling of Roll of Honoutby Dr J. Hunter P. Paton
Hymn513iLor d, whil e for all mank
Prayer
Scripture Reading

Hymn339% For all the saints, who fr

Dedication and Sermon
by the Maderator of the Kirk of Scotland

Collection for Edinburgh Royal Ininary
Voluntaryi iFl ower s oScottisthe For est

Paraphrase2 O Go d o tuneB ®atzhug.l ! 0o
The Benediction
Lamentby aPiper of the Royal Scots.
i Last byRDrsmpaier of the Royal Scots.
The National Anthem

Concluding VoluntarpM a r cSitver irumped Vivani.

Greater love hath no man than this,
That a man lay down his life for his friendgohn 15:13
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LORD JOHN ARTHUR HAMILTON
1883 -1914

Rank: Captain
Regiment: 1 st Battalion Irish Guards

Date of Death: 6 t November 1914
Age: 30

He was son of the late Duke of Abercorn, K.G., and of Dowager
Duchess of Abercorn, of 115 Park Street, LondonDeputy Master
of the Household.

He was a Special Reserve and was in the st Battalion Irish
Guards. He reached the rank of Captain when he was Kkilled in
action. He died Friday 6! November 1914.

Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, leper, West Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Reference Panel 11.



Newspaper Epitaph

CAPTAIN LORD A RTHUR JOHN HAMILTON, ATTD, 1 st
BATTALION IRISH GUARDS (SPECIAL RESERVE)

DEPUTY MASTER OF HI S MAJESTYO®0S HOUSEHOL
was included in the War Office monthly casualty list published in
February 1915 as A unofficially
given. He had been officially reported asissing, but later in the

same year it was heard from a Gernwdficer that he had been

killed early in Septembet914.

Lord Arthur Hamilton was the second son of the second Duke of
Abercorn, and was born on the 20t August 1883 and educated at
Wellington, where he was in the Benson from 1898-1900.

After serving with the embodied Militia for seven or eight
months, he received a commission as 29 Lieutenant in the Irish
Guards in December 1901, becoming Lieutenant in August 1904,
and Captain in December 1909. Retiring from active service, he
joined the Special Reserve as Captain in March 1913, and was
appointed Deputy Master of the Household in that year.

War Graves at Menin Gate



AR CHIBALD JOHN CUNNINGHAM
-1918

Photo: Edinburgh Evenihg Dispatch 10 t April 1918page 4
Rank: Lieutenant
Regi ment : fHileBdd,t Royal Field Artillery

Date of Death: 24 t March 1918

He lived with his wife at Mayfield, Duddingston .

He was a Lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery, and was killed
in action on Sunday 24t March 1918.

Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Reference Bay 1



JAMES DALL
18921918

Photo of Gravestone at Inveresk Parish Churchyar, Midlothian.
Taken by Jacqueline Lawrie

Rank: Private
Regiment: 2" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders

Date of Death: 3% October 1918
Age: 26

He was the husmnd of Agnes Newbery Dall, of Abercorn Cottages,
Duddingston, MidlothianHe was a Private No. S/7656 in th& 2
Battalion Seaforth Highlandersie died Thursday 31October 1918,
age 26and wasburied atInveresk Parish Churchyard, Midlothian.
ReferenceC. 1255.
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JAMES DEAS
-1917

Photo of Menin Gate and panel showing his name.
Taken by Jacqueline Lawrie

Rank: Sergeant
Regiment: 11" Battalion Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders

Date of Death: 3%' July 1917

He was born in Alloa, Clackannans and red#d in Portobello. He
enliged in Edinburgh, Midlothian.His braherin-law was James
Wilson the church officer &t. James, Portobello.

He was a Sergeant N0.S/3696 in thd'Blat t al i on Prince
(Argyll & Sutherland HighlandersHe was killedn action.

Theatre of War: France & Flanders. He died Tuesddyaly 1917.

Ypres (Menin Gate) Mmorial, leper, WesVlaaderen, Belgium.
Reference: Addenda Panel 58.
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The Menin Gate British Memorial

Winston Churchil/l scied placeddr theYBpitiste s '
race does not exist in the worl doé.
ruins as an eternal memoritd the million men who fought in the

Salent. The townspeople had other ideas and began to rebuild their
homes, and it was agmehat on the site of an old Vauben gateway

from Ypres on the road to Menen, the road taken by tens of thousands

of British soldiers on their way to the trenches, a memorial arch should

be constructed. The material used wasnEh limestoneCarved over

all the walls of the great gate, inside, up the stairs and around the top on
each side ovelooking the ramparts are the names of almost 55,000
soldiers who fell in the Salient between the beginning of the war and 15
August1917. They simply disappearddna c ol d, dar k wi n
listening to the Last Post played under the Gate, the visitor feels in the
spine the apprehension of thosemveho passed this way to wakn
anonymous poem tells their story in simple lires:

6What are yo-At-Agns?ardi ng Man
Why do you watch and wait?2d

6l guard the gAt#wmgsd, said the
6l guard the graves by Flande

Where the dead will rise at my call to arms,
And march to the Menin Gate.

6When do they-Amfamseh t hen, Ma n
Cold is the hour and | ate.
6They march tonrAtAms , 6 said the
OWith the moon on the Menin
They march when the midnight bids them to,
With their rifles slung and their pipes aglow,
Along the road$ the roads they know,
The roads to the Menin Gate

What are they siging, ManAt-Arms,
As they march to the Menin G
AThe marching s-AtAmgns,, 6 said the
6That |l et them |l augh at Fat
No more will the night be cold for them,
For the last tattoo has rolled for them;
And their souls will sing as of old, for them,
As they march to the Menin G
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JAMES DICKSON
1891-1918

Basra Memorial poto obtained from CWGC

Rank: Gunner
Regiment: Royal Horse Atrtillery and Royal Field Artillery

Date of Death: 26" October 1918
Age: 27

He resided in Duddingstoand enlistedn Edinburgh.He was a Gunner
No. 175735m the Royal Horse Artillery anRoyal Field Artillery.He
died of woundsTheatre of War: Mesopotamible died Saturday 36
October 1918Basra Memorial, IragReference Panel 3 and 60.

Duddingston Kirk Communion Roll C 125/8
Dickson, Joseph, Front Street 1922

Mrs Joseph Dickson, Front Street 1922
James Dickson, Front Street 1918 Dead

On Service Returns age 27
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